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Executive Summary 

 
The purpose of this audit was to determine compliance with applicable laws and policies 
related to the annual reporting by the Fish and Wildlife Foundation of Florida, Inc., 
(Foundation) for the Wildlife Foundation of Florida specialty license plate.  The 
Foundation is required to submit a Specialty License Plate Revenue, Expenditure, and 
Compliance Affidavit, or state single audit, to the Department of Highway Safety and 
Motor Vehicles (Department) within nine months after the end of the Foundation’s fiscal 
year.  The state single audit submitted by the Foundation for the 2019 Fiscal Year 
ended June 30, 2019, was used for this audit.  
 
For every Wildlife Foundation of Florida specialty license plate sold or renewed, a $25 
annual use fee is charged and distributed, as required by statute, to the Foundation. 
 
During our audit, we determined the Foundation generally complied with applicable laws 
and policies related to the annual state single audit for the Wildlife Foundation of Florida 
specialty license plate.  However, we noted compliance should be improved by ensuring 
seventy-five percent of the annual funds are used for program expenditures before 
incurring and allocating specialty license plate funds to administrative and marketing 
expenses, as required by Section 320.08058(47), Florida Statutes (F.S.). 
 
 

Background and Introduction  
 

Specialty license plates are license plates available to the general public with unique 
designs that promote philanthropic and other causes and require payment of an 
additional annual use fee.  Section 320.08056, F.S., authorizes the issuance of all 
specialty license plates and specifies the annual use fee for the more than 120 specialty 
license plates Florida offers. 
 
Section 320.08062, F.S., grants the Department the authority to examine all records 
relating to the use of specialty license plate funds.  The Office of Inspector General 
included the examination of specialty license plate recipient organizations in its annual 
work plan. 
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For every Wildlife Foundation of Florida specialty license plate sold or renewed, a $25 
annual use fee is charged and distributed, as required by statute, to the Foundation.  
Section 320.08058(47), F.S., specifies annual revenues must be used in the following 
manner:  
 

• Seventy-five percent must be used to fund programs and projects within the state 
that preserve open space and wildlife habitat, promote conservation, improve 
wildlife habitat, and establish open space for the perpetual use of the public; 

• Twenty-five percent may be used for promotion, marketing, and administrative 
costs directly associated with operation of the foundation; and 

• When the provisions of seventy-five percent are met, the twenty-five percent may 
be used for promotion, marketing, and administrative costs. 
 

The Wildlife Foundation of Florida specialty license plate was established in 1999.  
There were 13,552 active Wildlife Foundation of Florida specialty license plates as of 
June 2019.  The Foundation reported receipts of $353,381.12 in specialty license plate 
fees for the 2019 Fiscal Year. 
 
 
Results of Audit 
 
During our audit, we determined the Foundation generally complied with applicable laws 
and policies related to the annual reporting for the Wildlife Foundation of Florida 
specialty license plate.  However, we identified the following issue which requires 
management attention. 
 
Annual Statutory Allocations for Program, Marketing, and Administrative  
 
Finding 1:  The Foundation allocated and incurred administrative and marketing 
expenditures despite not meeting the statutory requirement of spending seventy-five 
percent of specialty license plate funds on program expenditures.  
 
Section 320.08058(47), F.S., states seventy-five percent of annual revenue funds must 
be used for programs and projects within the state that preserve open space and wildlife 
habitat, promote conservation, improve wildlife habitat, and establish open space for the 
perpetual use of the public.  Once seventy-five percent of annual revenue funds have 
been used for programs, twenty-five percent may be used for promotion, marketing, and 
administrative costs directly associated with operation of the foundation. 
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The Foundation’s total specialty license plate annual revenue for the 2019 Fiscal Year 
was $353,381.12.  The Foundation reported total administrative and marketing 
expenditures of $89,366.46 and total program expenditures of $172,218.93.   
 
However, the Foundation needed to spend an additional $92,816.91 on program 
expenditures to meet the $265,035.84 statutory threshold in order to allocate and incur 
administrative and marketing expenditures.   
 
Therefore, the statutory allocation for administrative and marketing expenditures was 
exceeded by $89,366.46.    
 
Recommendation 
 
We recommend the Foundation monitor and ensure program expenditures meet or 
exceed the required statutory seventy-five percent of annual funds before using and 
allocating annual specialty license plate funds for promotion, marketing, or 
administrative expenditures. 
 
Management Response 
 
The Foundation agreed that although they typically encumber seventy-five percent of 
tag funds on program expenditures in the form of grants each year, program 
expenditures had not reached that threshold, due to the nature of the cost-
reimbursement basis with the grant recipients.  In light of the finding, the Foundation 
has modified its accounting procedures to include a yearly review to determine whether 
the total programmatic expenditures equal at least seventy-five percent of specialty 
license plate revenue prior to reimbursing costs for marketing, promotion, and 
administration expenses.  
 
The Foundation indicated a difference of interpretation of Section 320.08058(47), F.S., 
specifically subsection (c).  The Foundation believes the restriction for using funds 
toward administrative, marketing, and promotion expenses only after seventy-five 
percent of funds have been used for program expenses contained in subsection (c) is 
the result of a legislative oversight when the statute was amended in 2014.  However, 
considering the finding, the Foundation is developing a process to monitor and comply 
with the statutory requirements in order to allow funds to be used for administrative and 
marketing expenditures until a legislative change to the statute can be obtained. 
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Purpose, Scope, and Methodology 
 

The purpose of this audit was to determine the Foundation’s compliance with applicable 
laws and policies related to the annual reporting by the Foundation for the Wildlife 
Foundation of Florida specialty license plate.   
 
The scope of this audit included specialty license plate revenues and expenditures 
reported on the Foundation’s state single audit for the 2019 Fiscal Year, and specialty 
license plate revenue and expenditures reported in the Foundation’s financial records 
for the 2019 Fiscal Year. 
 
The methodology for the audit of the Wildlife Foundation of Florida specialty license 
plate included:  
 

• Reviewing Florida Statutes, Department policies, and Foundation policies; 

• Reconciling the Department’s distribution of specialty license plate fees to 
revenues reported in the Foundation’s financial records; 

• Reconciling the expenditures reported on the state single audit to the Foundation 
financial records; 

• Reviewing the use of funds by the Foundation to ensure there is adequate 
supporting documentation, and the expenditures are for purposes authorized by 
statute;  

• Reviewing timing, availability, and content of reports such as affidavits, state 
single audits, or subrecipient monitoring; and  

• Comparing expenditures to statutory requirements for annual allocation limits and 
reviewing reasonableness of balances.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  





 

     

Audit Report No. 201920-30 
 

     Page 6 of 9 

 

ATTACHMENT – Management Response 
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