


TODAY'S UNn~ORM 

ThiB uniform wutailored l!llpecially for Colonel H.N. Kirkman by~ 
£nmLt&., of Miami, Florida, 

In November 1960, the decitlion waa made lochanae the coloroftheannyoffioor 
olive drab bloU80 to army omoer pink. TodaY. uniform reflecta thiB change in the 
uniformofmatchina blolllMlandll"'OU"er. 

The new uniform wa.& first worn in January 1961, by LieutenantA.E. Reddick, 
Sergeant Ernest Saunders and Major C.W. Keith, when they were Rent to 
Waahington, D.C .. lo provide socurity for then Florida Governor Farris Bryant 
and hia party at the inauguration oeremoniCII ofPre.sidentJohn F. Kennc<iy. 

For more than twenty yearll, Major Keith had the privileg1l ofinatructing new 
recruits on the care of their uniforIIUI ana lellther. Together, he and Lieutenant 
Bill Norriadovelopcd a mixture of polishes which would give a high gloss to the 
leatherandwouldnotrubontothouniform.MajorKcith'sopinionwasinvaluable 
t.o Colonel Kirkman conccrnina the Patrol d"""" code. Among those suggeat.ed 
changes for the uruform were: the change of the grey hatband to a black hatband, 
black piping around the pocket flaps, black epaulets on the shoulders, and the 
sddition of another shoulder patch to the right shoulder of the uniform. AU of 
these changeaadded tolhe professional in.ageof thetroopcr, and are still uscd 
intociay'suniform. 

ThiB uniform was presented to Ml\ior Keith by Colonel Kirkmlln upon hiB 
retirement in 1970. Msjor Keith presented it to the Florida Highway Patrol 
Museum on October 25, 1985. Cadet Earl Culver of Jacksonville of the 74th 
Recruit Class modeled the uniform 

Among the dilltinguillhed guCllts present were: then Governor Leroy ColliDJl; 
Dick Ervin, thenAttomey General and SuprcmeCourtJuatice; Leonard Mellon, 
then Executive Director, DHSMV; General Relph Davis, fonner Executive 
Director, DHSMV; Colonel Bobby R. Burkett. then Director of the Florida 
Illghway Patrol; Joe Jacobe, DIISMV Attomuy; Bette Keith, wife ofMa,iorC.W. 
Keith and Reverend Frlmk L, Elvery, who delivered the benediction. 





ADMINISTRATIVE UNIFORM 

ColonelKi.kman.Directo.efth"DepartmcDtofPublicSaf~ty._ntedl4"oho ... 
,hcf'lnS"byprovidinsunifornlJltothufcmolcdispol<:heno.olc.hand_rel4"". 
domoDlltnltingthcirparticipationintheF1ondeHlghwayPatrol. ThMcunif"nNI 
w.,ntdistributedbeginninginl95S. 

ThisunifonnwlaisouedtoMI'I.MikoBowonofl'niot1<a.Floridawhen.h"woa 
bi!'edooJune I, 1956.COloneIKidmao .... igoedMn_Bo"""Dl4innruotcla.aeo 
onthe«>"""'w ... ringoftheun;form.Tbafirstd ......... inTalla~ ... he.., 
Mro. Dowen w""di,.,.,1.ed to "gotthosc hemlinell down""" many of' .... lndieo bad 
decidodondifTCI"Ontlcnsths 

Manyoftboocatl<:ndinsthi.finncla .. hadbcenfol"OwamedofM .... ao"""n·. 
"hatdand toUjj:h"dispoIIitienfromhe •• tiDtint.hcarmy.oomanY8pe7l,tho 
evcn;ngpriorlOcl ... "ppingouthemlineooandlo",-eredlhemtocomplisnce 
length. Mn.ao"'''ni''''truCl<:d'''',·"noloth".C''''''"''''BC .... lbe.lJil<:with\he 
cmpho.iBentho importnnceofthoprofOSlionaiappnaranceofsupport l"'l1iOnneL 

AC(lmpleteuniformcoMistedor.umdonFOfItronchcoat.Ll/i!Slrilklowbeeled 
blftck pump', and a black shouldc. b<tg, Unifo"'" "" ... isouod until budget 
n>aLraintseauaed a fuoG'<lutofthcuniformin tho 1970'A 

Tbebndgeoonthi.un ifortn"""r(lprovidcdbyBo>ttyFaye1'\,,,.,n,SCniorCle ..... 
Tnlop F,BTod~nlOn, Florida 

Tb' ..... """'I"'n .... M<Io....:lby Ro .. ..dM ...... C.W Ko;th.PHPH __ &ma14d1ior 

lhl,d,.pl.ybyG.yfo".lnc"Tallan._.F1o"d.""dprop""",r.,!hlj>l.ybyA.(ln_. 
~""""" .. Do_ofth.oF1.nda __ uonaffl"'I<IT'Toopo .. ond"';l.o/TToop<TMl. 
(l_.T~ 





THJo;ARMY OFFICERS PINK UNIFORM 

'naill IInilo ... ..... .. !lAd to Patrol ..... n C W Ke,!b at u.. Central DlVwOO! 
Ii-.d'l.....w,. IKOUNd In u.. au ... R400d I)eIM-~t In &ftOW. Florua Itl 
N_III.bt,11U3 ~ohl'ed .. bwlupcordW-,acnphi ... bl",S~"'t. 
bntchMandbQoua"oriCInaJ ~S.mBroWlWl3in1:hbett, handcutr_and 
cartrwt,. ta.w_,. all m.ade ofpl .. ue in 1960 T'>~_o ... oI'thefl""plutic 
bel ... ~ fNOWIhowthebelth.u.,...~ked) 

Whfon M~Ki"'manenteredintomjh ... .,...,rvi.,..inno.".mberl940. WF Reid 
beaomaO,,'llt'toroft.h.o..pot.rt.mentofPubhcS.fety. 110 ..... repl.ced inJ.nulll)' 
1941 by J_ J GilH.m of L..keland, "'lorida by then Governor SpMaard 
Hoiland 

o..rirlj:OIlU.m· •• dmi"i't.r,tion. World Warll wu in pl"Ojj'T1!6l.nd t.extile milia 
W(I,.wllrlj:aU rroonwool for military unifonN M,Oilli.m.cleetedthe.rmy 
omoe ... · pink m.teri~l fo, the uniform', trou.te .... nd britcho. 

ThillcontrutJ",unlform c:o ... illtedofthe olivcd,..b whIpcord blouaewith lilver 
buttona '-n",the .... !.<I.e.I. a patch on the len..houlder (the orange emblem 
with the wonl-norid'" .pc!led out/and .i1verc:o!l.rornamenta, "FH,P" On the 
len. I.pel .nd !be "Wineo<! Whe('I" on the right, .ignifyins traffic. The badge, 
chain, whi.t1e .• nnypink troWIC'" with a J inch black Itripefrom _ilJttohem. 
and hlaek plain_1.ood .hOOl complc\.l!d this uniform. Each p.trolman waaiesued 
two p.ir of.rmy pink ridingbritchellllnd ono pair of black Il0014, alongwi!b 
ilUltructioll.l (.0 ... earridinsbritche •• nd booUJon each Friday, Saturday and 
SundAY, until the f"roat grncn uniforms wel'(! faw<! out. 

CIHUl~ to tho uniform included 0 new hoIBt.er, eommonly known as the 
·crol!Sdraw: I'Cl!ting on the len hip. This type of holater ... as lIelected for the 
protcclionoftheofficer.Occausciti80Ut.-ofoflighttop!!r'80lI.Iunderal'T'l'llt. 1'hilI 
uniform WOI pt"I!3Cuted to tho Florida Highway Patrol Museum by Major C.W. 
Keith. Cktobcr23, 1985, with FHPcodetGregory POlll"',ofOrlandowho...,in 
the7<lth Rl>CruitCII'IIII.mooelcdtheunifonn. ' 

Among the diltingui.ahcd gul!!lUJ attending the p"*,ntation were: then G0ver
nor Leroy Collilll; then Attorney Gene .. l a nd Supreme Court Juaaee, Didt 
Ervin; thenDHSMVExocutiVilDirectorLoo~Mellon; PriOl'DHSMVEuc:utive 
Director Ra lph Davia; then Colonel Bobby Burkett, FHP Direetor; oHSMV' 
Attom oy Joe J aeobl ; M .... Bctto Keith , wife ofC. W. Keith and Reverend. Frank 
L. Elvorydoliveringthe benediction. 





THE FOREST GREEN UNIFORM 

nn. uniform w .... isluod to Major !i.N. IGrkman (fonno. Directo. of tha 
DepartmeotofPublieSafetyandfi",IExeeutiveDlrecw.ofu,oDepartmentof 
HighwaySafetyand Mow.Vehicles) who wuhitedbyWF_ ~Id (:fir$I.Direc:to. 
oftheDopartmenlofPublleSnfety}wt.ain highway pauo!men in B.adenton, 
Florida .• tt.e.thc Florid. HIQtt .. ayP.tn>1 wu e,....t.ed in 1939 

Tho rolor change of the Florid. l£ghway Pelrol uniform fromforeotgnl<!n to 
armyoffiee.·apinlr.<)<:CtlJ"r"(ld during World w ... n. whenthegreen ""'terial ...... 
in groatdomand by the military. Army om .... ·s pink is still the color oftoday"a 
tnxIpc.uniformwiu,u,ee:teeptionoftheblouse. 

ChangeBtothearmypinki!lcludodanewsty!e3XB""ve.Hatby~which 
wasgrnphiteblue witha point.ed top. 3·incll wide flatbrim,bl...,k hat hand and 
leather strap. The hoots. cartridge clip, and hendouffcase we"" ill$Ued to 
Patrolman C.w. Keith upon completion of the FHP recruilachool in Lakeland. 
Florida.onAugu$tl.1941.The~beltandholster ...... reiuuedtoLt. 
Keith in 1953,whentho Patrol returned to the swivel hoLater. 

Colonel Kirkman gave hi. complete uniform to Major Keith aIWrhe retired in 
1970. In 1984, thia uniform, aloog with ar;otheridentical unifo.m, which wu 
then sent to Fleohheinla". Uniform Company in Cincinnati, Ohio, to repair 
damage to tho uniforms made by molhB. All of the fi".t unif"""" worn by 
"'embe", of the Florida Highway Patrol were made by FleAhheimera. who sent 
a representative to Bradenton, Florida. to rneasureeachPatroiRecruiL 

1'hi$uniformwaspresentcdtotheFloridsHighwayPatroltobeexhihite<!inthe 
museum at the Florida Highway Patrol Academy on October 23. 1985. The 
presentation wa.a made by MBjor Keith. Directo •• Division of Driver Liceru;M, to 
the 74th Soc""it CIMII with Cadet John Bagoa,,1i of Marathon, modeling the 
u.niform. 

Among di.o'.in/IUiahed guCl~ prllJlCnt were: then Governor Leroy Clllirlll; Dick 
Ervin. form~r Attorney General and Suprema CourtJuatice; Leonard Mellon, 
former E~utive Director. DHSIlfV; General Ralph Davia. Put. E_eeutive 
DIrector. DHSMV; Colonel Bobby Bu.rkett. former Director, Florida High .... ay 
Pltrol; Bette Keith, wire ofMBjor C. W Keith 1m! Re ..... rend F'nmk L. Elwery .... ho 
delivered Ihe bcnedio;1.ion 
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