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FHP HONORS TOP DUI ENFORCEMENT TROOPER 
~ Trooper Ronald J. Evans Jr. receives distinguished award ~ 

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. - The Florida Highway Patrol recently awarded Trooper Ronald J. Evans Jr. the Hurd-
Smith award for 2008.  The award recognizes the trooper who leads FHP in Driving Under the Influence 
apprehensions for the year.  Evans, stationed in Land O’Lakes, made 187 DUI arrests last year. This was not the 
first time the Patrol recognized him for his extraordinary DUI enforcement efforts. In 2004, he garnered the 
Hurd-Smith award after making 300 DUI arrests.   
 
“Trooper Evans worked hard to protect the citizens of Florida from drunk drivers,” said Colonel John Czernis, 
director of the Florida Highway Patrol.  “We are proud to honor him with this well deserved award.”  
 
The Florida Highway Patrol named the Hurd-Smith award, which distinguishes the trooper who makes the most 
DUI arrests for the year, in honor of two troopers who were killed in the line of duty by drunk drivers. 
 
Trooper Kimberly Hurd served the people of Florida for six years. Her career with FHP began May 5, 1986. On 
July 16, 1992, Hurd was conducting a traffic stop on Interstate 95 in Ft. Lauderdale when a passing van struck 
and killed her. The intoxicated driver fled the scene, but was later apprehended and convicted.  At the time of 
her death, she was 26 years old.   
 
Trooper Robbie Smith served the people of Florida for four years. His career with FHP began Jan. 4, 1993.  On 
July 26, 1997, Smith was in his patrol car in the emergency lane of I-95 in Miami after completing a traffic stop 
when a drunk driver travelling at an excessive speed struck his car from behind.  At the time of his death, he 
was 34. 
 
The Florida Highway Patrol recognized nine other troopers from across the state for their efforts to remove 
impaired drivers from the roadways by making more than 100 DUI arrests for 2008.   
 

• Trooper Wesley Harsey, Panama City 
• Trooper Jacob Vaughn, Orlando 
• Trooper Deborah Hawkins, Orlando 
• Trooper Greg Healy, Jacksonville 
• Trooper David Frye, Brooksville 
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• Trooper Terry Goswick, Land O’Lakes 
• Trooper Adam Morris, Land O’Lakes 
• Trooper Jason Brooks, Deland 
• Trooper Sean McCormick, Bradenton 

 
The Florida Highway Patrol reminds motorists of Florida’s Move Over law. The law requires motorists to move 
over when a patrol car, emergency vehicle or tow truck/wrecker is stopped on the side of the road with lights 
flashing. Motorists are required to change lanes away from authorized emergency vehicles if able to move over 
safely or slow down while maintaining a safe speed. Violators of the Move Over law will be issued a citation. 
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