sran Association of Motor Vehicle Administrators

May 23, 2007

Lt Jim Wells

Equipment Compliance & Testing Officer
Florida Division of Highway Patrol

2900 Apalachee Parkway

Neil Kirkman Building

Taliahassee, FL 32399-0500

Dear Lt Wells,

in 1988, the Maotor Veh.cle Manufacturers Asscciation (MVMAS recommvrerded
maximum bumper and frame heights for passenger vehicles. That same vear AAMYA
gstabished a poelioy 1o encourage jurisdictions to adopt the maximum bumps
helghts recommendead by the MVMA. Ten vyears later i1 December 1998 cur
Association assembled the Altered-Height Vericle Working Group o address safety
concerns expressed by several jurisdictions about passengar vehicles equippes with
aftermarket body/suspension lift Kits and/or oversize replacement tires raiseq
vehicles”™),

the Working Group included members from eight iurisdictions, from bo m Caﬂazia
and the United States and representatives affiliated with the Speciaity Equipmeor
Market Assoctation (SEMA}, American Manufacturers Equipment Comilhance Agenu
(AMECA), Hunter Engineering Inc. and Virginia Commoerwealth University, As @
wOrking group, you explored measures that coulu be laken through testng, researn,
iterature review, and the imvolvement of stakeholders to deveiop non-binding mode]
!egési@uow for raised vehicles AAMVA's roie in developing conducting this researcn

was consistent throughout with the mission of our Venicle Safety & Inspection (vS&.
D!SLIDH;I{:\ which 15 to promote uniform programs for compriance with agcepted
mirimum standards for motor vehicle safety equipment.

Although the guiding principles for this effort weare first ang foremost pubic and
highway safety, there was also aninlerest in ensuring that re maocel legislation wz:
responsible, aporopriately targeted and techrmically supported, 7o supporm o
position, the Working Groug your served conducied low-speed brake tests o exs
the effect oversize replacement tires could have on the traking performance 207
rallover propensity of excessively raised vehicles: perusad technica libciature
reviewed regulations, and peutioned comments aboul excessively raised velurey
from the AAMVA general membersiup. Your Working Group aso ook megsuras Lo
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quantify the crash nsk of excessively rassed velicies and deveiop model g
not inisolation, but n a collaborate effort together with crganizations, man.
and other staxkehoidars wilh a vested nierest in aulomotive eqiipivent 274
safety. Those who participatea in discussicns 1o develop the r-’nn:d@.
represented law enforcement, motor vehicie agnunistration. vehiclo 2
casualty insurance, and aftermarket tre and motor velicie imanafactunng ind
As g direct result of your efforts, model legislation was draltce, reviewed, posten 0
comment, reviewed anc updated. and finally approved by he AAMVA Board
L)H':LI;Olb. The model legislation you drafted was dene so with the mtent o !
jurisdictions wno have ar interest in refining currant statutes or oduce fen
standards for regulating the excessive ride hel gnt of raised vehicles cluipnen il
aftermarket body/suspension lift kKits and/or oversize replacement tires.

On penalf of the entire AAMVA community. | would personally ke to thank you for
your commitment, service and contribution 1o the Altered Height {Raised; vehice
Working Group as well as to the Association as a whoele, The work you i
contricuie to the hcdlth and welfare of all those who travel our rzlg‘a*.wi;’i‘;"" Hopefull,
wili giso contribute 1o the reduction of fatalities, senous injunes and crashss

Wil great respect and admiration for vour effors.
Sincerely,
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Michae! R, Calvin
idenm President and CEC
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Lt Fim Pellg

IN RECOGNITION OF YOUR PARTICIPATION IN THE
AAMVA ALTERED-HEIGHT VEHICLE WORKING GROUP
AND CONTRIBUTIONS THAT WERE MADE TO ASSIST
Uﬁ,ﬁ thw MODEL LEGISLATION FOR RAISED VEHICLES.
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