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A Florida Highway Patrol dog, Major, was killed when troop-
ers stopped a truck on 1-95 in St. Johns County, and the ani-

— Phillip Whitley/Special

mal was called on to search for drugs. Major darted into the
northbound lane and was struck by a car, troopers said.

Drug-sniffing dog killéd in 1I-95 accident

3y Andrea Bisconti

staff writer

Canine Major, a Florida Highway Patrol
log who sniffed out about $100,000 worth of
irugs during his career, was killed yesterday
ifter being struck by a car on Interstate 95
n St, Johns County.

The accident happened during a drug
search just south of Florida 210, said Lt.
landy Brown of the Highway Patrol.

“It's certainly a sad day for us,” Brown
aid. “Naturally, we feel like we lost a
rooper.”

About 1:45 p.m., troopers Mike King and
fike Smith stopped a rental truck on I-95
or following too closely to the car in front
f it, Brown said. The driver, Jerry Matthew
tyan, 22, of Homestead acted nervous, so

the troopers asked to search the truck.

The troopers found a bag of marijuana, so
Smith — who worked with and cared for
the dog — brought Major into the search,
Brown said.

Smith commanded the 1Y-year-old Ger-
man shepherd-to jump into the truck, but
Major had trouble getting in, Brown said.
After a few more commands from the troop-
er, Major apparently got confused and de-
cided to find another way into the truck,
Brown said.

The dog bolted around the front of the
truck and was hit by a car driving in the
right northbound lane, Brown said.

Brown said the death was an accident and
that no one would be charged. Ryan was

charged with possession of marijuana under

14 grams. A 14-year-old girl traveling with
him was not charged.

The Highway Patrol paid $2,500 to have
Major imported from Germany. The dog
then spent 500 hours training for tracking,
obedience and searching, and another 200
hours learning to detect cocaine, crack co-
caine, marijuana and heroin, Brown said.
Major wore a gold trooper’s badge on his
collar.

Since he began working with Smith in
January, Major has detected about $100,000
worth of drugs hidden in vehicles on high-
ways in Duval, Nassau and St. Johns coun-
ties. He also played a role in numerous ar-
rests of drug traffickers, car thieves and fu-
gitives, Brown said.
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S IFD. [ME EMS NOTIFED  ~ AC EMS ARRIVED | COUNTY/CITY CODE DATE OF ACCIDENT INVEST AGENCY REPORT NUMBER HSMV ACCIDENT REPORT NUMBER
e, m| 20/00 | 11-29-90 | 90-38-03136-20 13902800

On 11-29-90 at approximately 2:10 pm on SR-9 (1-95), 6/10 miles south of CR-210.

FLORIOA TRAFFIC ACCIDENT BEPORT o coctoorstnen E"da‘idr‘-'vn‘«is‘lh‘rhis‘s‘viéz""“"""""""'""""""""”““"""""'E

A Felony Team consisting of Trooper Michael D. King, ID# 913, Trooper Michael A.

Smith, ID# 924 and Canine Major team designation G-2, were in the process of a

vehicle drug search. This search was being conducted on the north bound emergency

| lane of SR-9 (I-95). During the search, Canine Major for unknown reasons bolted

from his position on the east side of the suspect vehicle and ran north bound around

the front of the suspect vehicle and into the path of vehicle #1. Canine Major

was struck by the right front of vehicle #1 and thrown 44 feet onto the east

shoulder of SR-9 (I1-95).

Vehicle # 1 was traveling north bound on the outside lane of SR-9 (I-95) prior to

collision with Canine Major. There were no visible skid marks left by vehicle #1

prior to collision.

Canine Major died at the scene as the result of his ipjuries.

_This incident and traffic crash was referred to:

~Lt. Malcom P. Jowers, ID# 91, Investigation Section Troop G, Jacksonville,

_____ Photographs taken by Trooper Michael D. King, ID# 913 at Sergeant T. S. Flynn request,
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