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Free collision reporting system results in major benefits
for officers and public

By Lt. Curtis Johnson
Bay Harbor Islands (FL) Police Department

Improving traffic safety — reducing the number of accidents and the injuries and fatalities that occur as
aresult — is a key focus of practically every law enforcement agency. And it's no different for those of us
at the Bay Harbor Islands Police Department. Naturally, we are always looking for any information, tool or
program that will help us make roadways safer for travelers. We have found such a tool with the collision
reporting system we are now using.

The system, which is provided by Appriss Inc. free of charge (with installation, training and support
included), has been very beneficial for us, vastly improving our ability to collect, submit and analyze crash
data. By making our crash reports more timely, more accurate and more efficient, we have easier and
quicker access to information that we can use to make traffic improvements
that make a real difference — not only for the safety of the driving public, but
also for our officers who respond to crashes.

We're saving 30 minutes per report using FIRES (Florida's Integrated Report
Exchange System), which comes with Easy Street Draw diagramming
software. Our previous diagramming software was like using stick figures
with no functionality. And since FIRES is a wizard-based software it virtually
eliminates errors in the report. Our officers love it because you can't move
forward through the report if you leave out a mandatory field or have
inconsistencies with what you've entered. It's cop-proof.

Also, report supplements are much easier to complete and submit. We used to fill out a paper form and
mail it in. With FIRES we simply pull up the report, add the information, and send it through for review.

With this system we are able to collect and submit much more accurate reports in a more timely
fashion. They are filed electronically in a single repository, making the data easily accessible for analysis
and implementation of traffic safety measures. On top of that, parties involved in a collision can easily
download and buy a copy of their crash report at www.buycrash.com.

In short, | can summarize my department’s opinion of this collision reporting system in three words: we love it!

FIRES Statistics — July (vs. June)

Total Reports Total Timely Timeliness %

51,450 (48,498) 29,876 (29,084) 58% (60%)




DHSMV urges electronic
crash reporting

The DHSMV recently issued a memo stating that

its strategic goal is “to have all law enforcement
agencies electronically submitting crash reports

by 2015 ... Unfortunately, a substantial number of
crash reports are still being printed and mailed to the
DHSMV!" Such reports take longer to be included in
the aggregate database, which impacts traffic safety
analysis. As a result, until full electronic reporting is

Top Ten Agencies — July

Each edition we list the top 10 agencies based on
timeliness and report sales. These agencies have
set up internal processes that ensure reports are
electronically submitted and procedures are in

place to promote the use of buycrash.com as a implemented, the department is requesting agencies

convenience option to purchase reports. The top to submit reports in one of three ways:

agencies for July were: « Electronic Submission: Work with Appriss or
another approved E-Crash vendor to either build an

* Florida Hwy Patrol + Winter Gardens PD interface into your existing Record Management

» Palm Bay PD * Hillsborough Co. SO System or implement the free FIRES crash software

solution to electronically submit crash reports.

* Okaloosa Co. SO * Miami PD

. » Scan and Submit: Provide all crash reports to
KR@Est PP Lauderh|l! PD DHSMV via a secure FTP website. Appriss will work
* Auburndale PD * Coral Springs PD to establish the hardware and infrastructure to
accommodate a scan-and-submit solution.

Local police departments and sheriffs’ offices were i . e
reimbursed a total of more than $17,000 in July * Paper Submission: Agencies located in Miami-

from reports that were sold at buycrash.com. Dade, Monroe, Broward and Palm Beach counties,
may utilize the new South Florida Processing Center
at the DHSMV Opa-locka office at 12601 NW 42nd
Avenue to drop off paper reports or arrange for a pick-up of reports. All other counties should continue
to mail paper reports to the Tallahassee location — Crash Records, 2900 Apalachee Parkway, MS 28,
Tallahassee, 32399,

Requests for information about how to begin this transition should be directed to fires@appriss.com or
866-495-4206.

What 1s FIRES Dispatch?

FIRES Dispatch is a newsletter designed to keep our state law enforcement partners up to date on
Florida's Integrated Report Exchange System. The goal of FIRES is to improve the efficiency, accuracy
and timeliness of crash report data collection and dissemination. All services offered by our partner
Appriss are provided at no cost and are designed to assist your agency with the collection of crash data,
the timely submission of reports and tools to help with the analysis of the data collected. FIRES also
provides the opportunity for each local law enforcement agency to share in the revenues generated by
the sale of accident reports at our e-commerce site, www.buycrash.com.

FLORIDA'S INTEGRATED REPORT EXCHANGE SYSTEM ﬁres@appriss_com HIGHWAT SAFETPL MOTORVEERGLES

g‘éﬁ RES ““:X  FLORIDA



