Frequently Asked Questions
Related to CRASH Reports

1)

2)

3)

4)

Are the shaded areas on HSMV 90010S the only fields required for a short form?

No. A diagram and narrative are not required on a short form, otherwise long and short Form
Crash Reports have the same requirements. Short Form Reports, as of 7/1/2012, must be
submitted to the Department and the investigating agency may retain a copy. (Note: Short Form
Reports, though not requiring a diagram or narrative, may be submitted with either or both a
diagram and narrative.) As of 7/1/2012 the shaded areas have no relevance on the crash report.
Future printings of HSMV 90010S will not have any shaded areas. Officers are not limited to the
shaded areas since the law changed on 7/1/2012.

What is required on a long form?

A Long Form Report (HSMV 90010S) in its entirety must include a Narrative, Diagram a
when the following crash occurs:

1) Resulted in death of, personal injury to, or any indication of complaints of pain or discomfort
by any of the parties or passengers involved in the crash,

2) Leaving the scene involving damage to attended vehicles or property (F.S. 316.061 (1)),

3) Driving while under the influence (F.S. 316.193),

4) Rendered a vehicle inoperable to a degree that required a wrecker to remove it from the
scene of the crash,

5) Involved a commercial motor vehicle.

Regarding Public Records, can a law enforcement agency provide the crash report to the
involved drivers but deny the insurance companies a copy?

According to s. 316.066 (2) (b), Insurance providers are entitled to a copy of the report so you
cannot deny providing them a copy if they request it from you. 316.066 addresses who are
entitled to have the report within 60 days after time of crash, all others may obtain after 60
days. Public records law requires you to provide the crash report to anyone that requests it if
they are entitled to it by statute and if you have it in your custody.

Can the local agencies use FIRES portal as their repository for crash records? Specifically, if an
agency is required by their county to maintain a repository by local ordinance, can the law
enforcement agency use the FIRES portal to fulfill this requirement?

The fulfillment of this requirement or procedure should be approved by the County Manager or
whoever is requiring the agency to maintain a repository. There are vendors that provide the
central repository for different law enforcement agencies crash reports. Utilization of FIRES as
an agency’s local repository would be cost efficient and improve timely submission. Our legal
counsel cannot address this issue for you.
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5)

6)

7)

The S5 Revenue Sharing is generated when a crash report is submitted timely, without errors
and purchased on BuyCrash.com. What does timely mean?

Timely is defined by our agency in our Revenue Sharing Policy as received by the Department
within 10 days of the date of the crash. The Department has established this policy in
accordance with section 321.23, Florida Statutes. See link for more information about our
Revenue Sharing Policy.

http://www.flhsmv.gov/ddl/ecrash/FIRESPolicy ProceduresFormat v4.pdf

The law says Crash Reports should not be disclosed within the first 60 days. What safe guards
are in place to make sure the disclosure is not made prior to this time on BuyCrash.com?
Crashes sold prior during this timeframe can only be sold to those individuals who meet one of
the exceptions required by statute. A purchaser must disclose the exemption on the webpage
and provide their driver license number. Crashes beyond 60 days are available for public
record. We have reviewed this procedure with our legal counsel to ensure the legality of this
process. This site is regularly monitored for fraud and individuals illegally obtaining a report
could be prosecuted. If you feel crash information was illegally or fraudulently obtained from
BuyCrash.com, please provide specific details concerning the crash report and the name of the
requestor to the Department at CourtAssist@flhsmv.gov.

Can agencies submit crash reports via email to the Department?

There are three main reasons why agencies should not submit crash reports via email:

Emailing crash reports does not address data accuracy concerns. A goal of the DHSMV is to
improve crash reporting timeliness as well as data accuracy. Certainly, submitting crash reports
via email could improve an agency’s timeliness. Unfortunately, this will not positively affect
data accuracy. DHSMV has an established technical mechanism in place for agencies to submit
electronic crash reports via approved software vendors. This process has been designed to
improve data accuracy and integrity by the implementation of several business edits and data
integrity checks, both within the software utilized by the officers and within the transmittal and
import process at DHSMV. These measures help maintain uniformity and quality control
throughout all e-crash agencies and vendors which in turn, greatly advances the goals of
improving data timeliness and accuracy. Furthermore, the use of this existing process has been
made even easier by DHSMV by offering free crash reporting software.

Emailing of crash reports does not provide the necessary security for this data. Although the
crash reports are public record, the 60-day wait period must be maintained for interested
parties not directly involved in the crash.

Emailing crash reports does not promote the DHSMV goal of having all law enforcement
agencies in the state of Florida submitting crash reports electronically (via the established
method) by the year 2015.
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8) Where can | find more information about Traffic Crash Reporting?
Our website contains Crash memos and the Traffic Crash Manual at the following web address:

http://www.flhsmv.gov/courts/

9) Can a non-sworn officer write a crash report?

316.640 Enforcement — Gives the authority for state, county and municipality agencies to employ
any individual to complete traffic accident investigations who successfully completes a training
program approved by the Criminal Justice Standards and Training Commission and funded
through the National Highway Safety Administration or a similar program approved by the
commission, but who does not necessarily meet the uniform minimum standards established by
the commission for law enforcement office or auxiliary law enforcement officers under chapter

943.

10) Should fatal crash reports, which are still under investigation, be available for sell to the general
public? It can take in excess of 60 days from when the initial crash report is filed at HSMV till the
investigation is completed and the crash report marked as “completed?”

If a crash report has been submitted to DHSMV, regardless if the investigation is complete or
not, it is considered public record and may be purchased online through www.buycrash.com .

11) If a person is Fatal within 30 days, does the officer need to update the injury status of the
individual on the crash report? and If the person is fatal more than 30 days, does the injury
status stays as reported? Does the officer need to change the narrative to reflect the death?

e |[faninjured motorist (Inj. Severity 4, 3, 2, 1) listed on the Crash Report expires within 30
days, an update will need to be done to amend the injury Severity Field to “(5 Fatal within
30 days)”.

e If aninjured motorist (Inj. Severity 4, 3, 2, 1) listed on the Crash report expires after 30 days
as a result of a Motor Vehicle Related injury, the injury severity listed on the Crash Report
will remain and the office should then us the narrative to explain the death being more than
30 days.

e |f a motorist is listed as inj.”5”, and expires from a non-motor vehicle related cause (i.e.
heart attack, natural causes, suicide, homicide), an update will need to be done to change
the Injury Severity Field to “6-Non-Traffic Fatality”.

12) Should a Florida Traffic Crash Report be completed when a train is involved?
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® Answer: A Florida Traffic Crash Report should only be completed if a motor vehicle is also
involved. A motor vehicle is defined in Florida Statute 316.1001 as a self-propelled vehicle not

operated on rails, such as a train.



