New Citation Algorithm
Frequently Asked Questions

1) Will the new algorithm use a check digit?

No, the check digit will be removed from processing in the new inventory
system. The original purpose of a Check Digit was to eliminate data entry
duplicates. This method has not proven to be effective with the increased use
of E-Citation. The Department’s new inventory system will handle duplicate
citations in house and will notify the agency in the case of a duplicate being
used.

Will the check digit still be required for the old citation algorithm?

The check digit requirement for old and new citation numbers will be
eliminated in the new inventory system. The Department is in the process of
disabling the check digit requirement in the various systems which still require
it. New algorithm citation numbers will not be assigned until the connections
are ready to accept them without the check digit requirement.

Will law enforcement agencies (LEA’s) be allowed to use their existing stock of
citations or should they request new citation numbers?

The new inventory system will be able to handle both the old citation numbers
(now called legacy citations) and the new citation numbers (the new 36 base
algorithm). Therefore, LEA’s should conduct business as usual and request
new citations only when needed.

How will the citation numbers be provided to the LEA?

Citation numbers will be distributed via a spreadsheet. This will allow the user
to upload the citations into their records management system directly or they
can add a beginning and ending number and allow their system to calculate
the numbers in between.




5) When will the Department begin issuing citations with the new algorithm?

Currently, the proposed start date is October 1, 2011; however, this date is
dependent upon the outcome of testing.

Can the citations be converted to base 10 numbers to meet requirements of
some records management systems?

Citation assignments will be provided in the base 36 format. You may convert
these to base 10 for record keeping purposes but citations issued to the
violator and delivered to the Clerk’s of Court must be in the base 36 algorithm
format.

Will there be a hyphen in the new algorithm? Will there be a need to continue
to use the hyphen with the old citation numbers?

There will be no hyphens in the new algorithm. Currently, there is no need for
a hyphen to process in the old citation schema. In fact, the Clerk of Court
already removes the hyphen when processing through TCATSs.

Where can we find a sample of the new citation assignment spreadsheet?

You can find a sample spreadsheet on the courts website at
www.flhsmv.gov/courts. Citation assignment requests of less than 60,000
numbers will be available in a excel format. Citation requests greater than
60,000 numbers will be provided in text format. Examples of both assignment
formats are posted on our website.

Will the Department include a six digit number larger than ZIKOZJE (this value
is just over the Maximum signed 32-bit integer value (aka MAXINT); a constant
in some programming languages)?

Yes, the system is developed to accommodate citations as high as 2272777
which is larger than ZIKOZJE. However, it will be a very long time before this
mark is reached. Citation number ZIKOZJE converts to decimal 77309411306,
which is billions higher than the largest number issued to date.




