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QUESTION PRESENTED:

Is a hostage situation "an emergency" which would justify the disclosure of emergency
contact information?

ANSWER:

Yes. A hostage situation is "an emergency" which justifies the disclosure of emergency
contact information.

DISCUSSION:

In Florida, individuals holding a current Florida Driver License or Florida Identification
Card may provide the Department with contact information for family members or other
individuals in case of an emergency. Such information may only be disclosed to law enforcement
and only in case of an emergency.

Specifically, section 119.0712(2)(c), Fla. Stat., covering emergency contact information
states as follows:

1. Emergency contact information contained in a motor vehicle record is
confidential and exempt from s. 119.07( 1) and s. 24(a), Art. I of the State
Constitution.

2. Without the express consent of the person to whom such emergency contact
information applies, the emergency contact information contained in a motor
vehicle record may be released only to law enforcement agencies for purposes of
contacting those listed in the event ofan emergency.

Id. (emphasis added).




