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This potential class action, filed on June 7, 2004, names present and former 
employees of DHSMV as defendants and alleges the continued disclosure of personal 
information maintained by DHSMV obtained from motor vehicle and driver license 
records in violation of 18 U.S.C.A. sections 2721-2725 (DPPA).  DPPA was effective 
June 1, 2000.  Florida law allowed the disclosure of this information from June 1, 2000 
until September 30, 2004 when section 119.0712(2) was amended to mirror DPPA.  The 
above legal action led to the change in Florida law.  The initial complaint demanded 
approximately $39 billion in liquidated damages, $2,500 per release of information.  The 
Department is represented by Chesterfield Smith, Senior Assistant Attorney General.  
Each of the three named Defendants is represented by attorneys appointed through the 
Department of Financial Services, Division of Risk Management. 

 
There were three separate mediation sessions.  The mediated agreement reached 

on June 5, 2008 provides that all motor vehicle registrants who are class members (all 
natural persons who had a valid driver license, identification card or motor vehicle 
registration) would receive a $1 credit on the renewal of their motor vehicle registration 
during the period of July 1, 2009 through June 30, 2010.  The total amount of the credit 
would be approximately $10.4 million.  There will also be equitable relief which includes 
changing the procedures of DHSMV regarding disclosure of personal information.  
Additionally, DHSMV will maintain a website informing the public of their rights under 
DPPA.  (For complete details see Mediators Settlement Sheet attached hereto.) 
 

In addition, the Division of Risk Management would pay each of the four named 
Plaintiffs $3,000, Plaintiffs’ attorney fees in the amount of $2.85 million and costs of 
publication totally approximately $20,000.00. 

 


















